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Conservation of the Long-fi ngered bat

for the protection of the karstic habitatTaken by: D. Pelić

Clean waters of our 
karstic rivers and 
the protection 
of the caves in which 
it dwells are 
the prerequisites 
for the survival 
of this 
species!

The Long-fi ngered Bat / Myotis 
capaccinii is one of the most 
endangered species in Croa-
tia and the world. It feeds on 
insects by collecting them off 
the water surface with its long 
feet, but it hunts in the air as 
well. The majority of these in-
sects mature in the water of 
the karstic rivers. The abun-
dance of the females with 
youngs in the caves near rivers 
serves also as an indicator of 
water quality.
The project »Conservation of the Long-fi ngered Bat for 
the protection of the karstic habitat in Croatia« is being 
implemented since 2007 by the Croatian Bio spe leo lo-
gi cal Society with the fi nancial support of the Whitley 
Fund for Nature, State Institute for Nature Protection, En-
viron mental Protection and Energy Effi ciency Fund and 
the Ministry of Culture.
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